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Nihon Ryōiki
It is true that the Nihon Ryōiki had an ulterior motive since it did not only focus on religious teachings of the, but it also became the basis for the monks' preaching as well as a reference to the literature of the land of Japan. The first volume, having been written during the time of the great political revolutions in Japan had the motive of portraying the stand of the religious in political matters and also showing the importance of believing in Buddha during trying times. Furthermore, the author had the motive of explaining to his audience about the applications of the cosmic laws that govern the world. He intended to make people understand the nature of the law of attraction and the power it has when applied in the right way. The other motive that the author had was that of forgiveness. Monk Kyōkai believed that forgiveness was the only way to liberation and that any person who loved Buddha should have loved to forgive.  
Apart from Buddhism Nihon Ryōiki also focused on overreaching but closely related themes such as tradition and karmic retribution of good. In the theme of tradition, the author focused on the then culture of the people of Japan and most especially the monks. He also brings into our attention the political states of the time when the stories were written for instance, shobo-oji-shomu show us the right state of politics during that time. the story of emperor. On the second theme of karmic retribution of good, he attempts to show us the way all that we do unto others it comes back to us. He insists that one should always make an effort to good wherever they are because by doing so, better will come their way. Likewise, when one does bad to other people, bad things will keep happening to them by the law of karma which is never partial. This theme is illustrated by the story of the woman of Yamada district who made a feast when she was ill and used it to appease the gods by doing good. Finally, the author brings about the theme of the strength of a woman. For example, the he presents to us the two women of extraordinary strength contesting each other at the Ogawa market. 
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